A memorable and informative evening was held at St. John Vianney Catholic Church in
Wyoming, Michigan on May 6, 2026. Hundreds from all over Michigan turned out to hear
Christopher West from the Theology of the Body Institute in Quarryville, Pennsylvania deliver a
speech on his new series entitled, “The Well”.

Joining Christopher was Mike Mangione who added to the experience with his musical and song
writing talents. Together, they presented a lively, sometimes humorous message that focused on
the biblical story of Jesus and the woman at the well (John 4:1-42). The woman at the well was
married several times and was currently living with a man that was not her husband. She had
come to the well at a time of day others would not be there due to her being an outcast in
society. Jesus revealed to her at the well that he knew of her living situation, and revealed
Himself to her as the long awaited Messiah.

Using this story of Jesus’ love for us all, Christopher asked, “What do you want? And “What are
you thirsty for?”. He said that “we all worship something”.”We all worship what we think will
satisfy our thirst.” It is like Jesus is saying, “I know you are thirsty and that you are taking your
thirst to empty cisterns that hold no water. Come to Me. If you knew the gift | wish to give you,

you would ask me.”

This hunger, this thirst is defined as “Eros”. Eros is our deep longing for God and His perfect
love. Christopher teaches that we have three choices to satisfy our desire for God.

1. ldolize: We look to things of this world that we think will satisfy our desires. We are sure
to come up empty.

2. Despise: We turn away from the things of this world because we think they will only get
us into trouble and sin. We turn in on ourselves.

3. Liturgize: We orient our hunger for Eros toward the bridegroom (Jesus, truly present in
the Holy Eucharist). We open ourselves up to Him like a bride, letting nothing be
concealed from Him. Our love of the Divine Liturgy will open up our hearts like a flower
opening up to the sunshine.

Christopher said that the devil “plagiarizes and bastardizes Eros”. Eros is not pornographic,
erotic experiences as the world would teach us. It is in eternal union with God that we find the
perfect love that we all truly long for. Eros is holy. The devil “makes a hellish mockery of a
heavenly reality”. There is a sacramentality to human sexuality. “The enemy pornofies;

God purifies”.

Theology of the Body West Michigan will continue to open up the teachings of this event at
several upcoming talks at Help Pregnancy Aid. Attend these presentations as we explore so
much more of what Christopher taught about the life-giving aspect of Holy Communion (that we
are sure you have never heard before!) and things to ponder from his talk such as “Mary doesn’t
smell like roses, roses smell like Mary”!



